Since last October's Newsletter | think
members will have noticed the significant
improvements that are now going on al
over the Commons under the leadership c
the new Warden, Steve Budden.

Particular events and developments at
referred to on this and other pages of th

There are three areas for contract work: litter Newsletter, but special mention must b
clearance; grass cutting; tree and undergrowth made of the Conservators' decision to chan
over from the direct labour to contrac

work; to the planting of 40 Lime trees to
commemorate The Queen's 40th accessit
to the throne, and to recreate the origine
third line of Victoria Grove.

Litter: A contact has been awarded to a new
A&A Amalgamated, which is run by
one of the former work force and employs

another. Committe member and Assistant Curator to

) _ ) _ the Tunbridge Wells Museum, Beavis, .
Paths will be picked of litter on six days awas at hand to witness the dredging of Fiflearance and replanting where necessa
week in the summer months, bins cleareflree Pond last November when Terryof the Cherry trees beside 'Donkey Walk' i

and litter picked in seven key areas on a dailyjollamby of Heritage Ponds uneartheda visible recent improvement to the view o

basis. These areas include Toad Rock, th@inwatered?) more than 3,000 discarded olthe Common from London Road.
three cricket grounds, and Brighton Lake. pottles.

L _ ) Extensive further clearance has also bee
Grass Cutting: This contract has not yetThe finds included a number of local brandsyrogressed at Happy Valley, enabling mor

been negotiated, but it is hoped that a contragcluding those of W A Waters of Rusthall . . o
: Mo L 'of th . Th Iso th
will be let to the Borough Council's Highway and C E Ansell of Tunbridge Wells. Somega;eeir\]/ |tsr;[2 f/(i)cit;ﬁt; r;Jfo k;ﬁ?zd g CL;IEeaFich:

Depl. as they are already responsible [%iso included old - bottles with hich is now becoming more recognisabl
maintaining the verges round the Commonsin the top - perhaps an earlier version otV g g

and so savings can be obtained through  today’s high fashion lagers Grolsch and SolfS the site of the and then' perspecti

operation. in the first issue of Common Ground shows

) Mr work was the final stage in the
Clearance and Tree Surgery: This area of gradual restoration project which has includedDak saplings and other unwanted speci
work is not suitable for a formal long termwork from The Friends, Andrew Scheiner,have been removed from the Heather pat

contact, but there are a number of competingkinners School boys, and others. just above Victoria Grove, and in Rusthal
contractors who have worked to a high sycamore seedlings been fre

standard on the Commons, and are keen to many of the Toad Rocks.

tender for the work on an byjob
basis. L .
Equally satisfying, and a real addition to the
Al in all, turning over to contract work is Commons, is the restoration of Fir Tree
estimated to result in significant savings, thus Pond. It has now been professionally
enabling the resources to go dredged, and the results should b
further in and beyond. appreciated in the Spring (see lan Beavis
article on page 2).
AGM
Make a diary note NOW. HIGHWAYS: A particularly useful and
The AGM will be held on informative meeting was held last Octobe
Wednesday 17th February at 8 with the Borough Council's Highway Dept.
Venue: Town Hall, Tunbridge Wells.  terry Hollamby: Expert Dredger We had feared that Appendix 9 - the

In addition to formal matters the ;

Warden, Mr Steve Budden, will give a The conclusion of the project is probably theH'.g?]\;vays lltljput to tlhe Mar;agelment Pltan
talk on his first eight months, and plans first tangible ‘addition’ to the Commons since 9t Fesult in unweicome developments o
for the future. the formation ofthe Friends,  is well worth"®@ Commons.

Friends, and prospective Friends all ga visit as a precursor to its evolution in the

welcome. months and years to come. Continued...



