
STEADY PROGRESS REVERSES PAST
NEGLECT

I hope members will agree that the Conservators
are now making steady progress in improving
the Commons and clearing up the backlog of
past neglect. The grass cutting this last summer
was, on the whole, satisfactory, though some
lessons have been learnt for the letting of next
year's contracts. This winter, as Steve Budden's
report on this page makes clear, a great deal of
clearance and improvement will be done.

I suppose the most noticeable work is that at the
bottom of London Road where the clearance has
been carried out with the help of joint funding
from the Town Centre Management (TCM)
project. Some people may think too much has
been cleared but I have to say that most people
whom I have talked to or who have telephoned
in to the Conservators' office, are pleased with
the new look of this area which was one that had
been particularly devastated by the October '87
hurricane. The view as you come down London
Roadlookingtotherightisparticularlyimproved,
and what is perhaps the oldest tree on the
Common - Queen Anne's Oak - is now clearly
seen, ringed by old railings which can hopefully
be replaced.

The London Road project is also particularly
important as a pathfinder for, hopefully, more
joint projects between the Conservators and
TCM. Wearepressingforasimilarimprovement
job to be done on the Mount Ephraim verge of
the Common - between St Helena and Gibraltar
-andwearedehghtedthattheTCMEnvironment
Group supports our aim of eventually banning
parking on all Commons roads.

Volunteers - Steve Budden has received good
support for his 'first Sunday in each winter
month' volunteer working party projects, from
the High Weald Volunteers and schoolboys and
girls working for their Duke of Edinburgh
Awards. But Vm afraid the support from the
Friends has been poor. Obviously people have
many other commitments but if we could achieve
a better turnout in December-April that would
be good. A reminder about the dates and places
appears on page 2.

Scats and Benches - All seats and benches right
across the 2 Commons have now been repaired,
or if beyond repair, removed. The latest 2 seats
donated by the Friends are now in situ - one
beside the path that goes up from the Pantiles to
the Higher Cricket Ground where it crosses the
Racecourse and the other below Toad Rock.
Both have nice plaques let into the seat backs
saying Presented by the Friends'. DaveSissons,
who does all the seat work, is very kindly
presenting another seat in recognition of our
work and this will be positioned on the knoll just
below St Helena. PPP as well as being a

Corporate Member and printing this newsletter
for us are also donating a seat in recognition of
their retiring Deputy Chairman and Managing
Director, Roy Forman.

Please do not wait till the AGM to make any
comments or suggestions about the work your
committee is doing on your behalf, feel free to
contact me at any time, and have a good
Christmas. WPS

The caves beneath St Helena which were used in
the war as air raid shelters have long been shut
up as a precaution against vandalism.
Nevertheless one of our members suggested
they might be a suitable venue for a Halloween
party.

Steve Budden investigated with the help of the
local Fire Brigade and reported that they were
not only uninteresting, but also unpleasant.
Further, some of our more agile members would
have had difficulty getting down there, let alone
the elderly and infirm. So the party did not get
off the ground (or under it).

Nevertheless a party of some sort, somewhere
might be nice - any volunteers? (to Patrick,
please), and do any members have any
recollection of the caves in use, if so please write
to Common Ground's editor (see back page).

AGM - ADVANCE NOTICE
We have fixed the next AGM for
Wednesday 16th February 1994, in the
Town Hall at 8 p.m. Please make a note
in your diary. I hope we will have a good
turnout, since Steve Budden will once
again give an illustrated talk on current
work and plans, and answer any questions
youmayhave. This was greatly appreciated
by members last year.
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.WINTER WORK WELL IN HAND

With the change in the seasons comes a change
in emphasis in works on the Commons. Grass
cutting has drawn to a close and clearance and
woodland workhasstartedforthe winter period.

Further work will be carried out at Happy Valley
this year. This time it will be at the other end of
the slope, near St Paul's Church. Fallen timber,
cherry, laurel and holly will be removed to allow
in more light, to uncover some of the rock faces
and make some of the paths useable again.

The Denny Bottom area will also be receiving
some attention with a volunteer work party on 5
December toclear bracken, bramble andsaplings
from the Toad Rock complex. Rusthall Venture
Scouts are hoping to undertake tasks at Bulls
Hollow, scrub and fallen trees will be cleared
from the base of the rocks and work will be done
to encourage the colony of heather and bilberry.

Another volunteer day was held on 7thNovember
to coppice hawthorn and sycamore and cut back
bramble and holly and so increase light levels
for the colonyof coral root bittercress on Rusthall
Common.

The meeting points for the December work party
is outside the Brahms Public House at 10 a.m. or
simply meet us on site.

On Tunbridge Wells Common, the Community
Service Workers will continue to work next to
the pond at Bracken Cottage to recover the
grassland.

At Brighton Lake work has started to clear some
of the scrub and bramble behind and this will
continue both with Community Service and
with a volunteer work party on 2 January 1994.
Fallen trees will start to be removed next to the
footpath above the lake running parallel to Eridge
Road.

The dead limes at Victoria Grove will be replaced
next spring and Mount Edgcumbe Rocks will be
receiving more attention. In the same area anti-
pal king posts will be put in to stop some of the
parking problems at the top end of Castle Road.

One major project started in November was the
clearance of sycamore, elder and bramble on the
London Road boundary of the Common opposite
Vale Road Post Office. Major trees will have
remedial surgery carried out and the native
understorey trees such as rowan, birch and hazel
will be left. In the same area the Jubilee Oak,
planted on the Lower Cricket Pitch in 1887 will
have the storm damage removed and the tree
will be re-shaped.

Contined on page2


