
Action call
on Travellers
Chairman Patrick Shovelton doesn't
apologise in the slightest for concentrating
on Travellers, a subject that raised its
ugly head during the summer.

INVASION
As Steve Budden covers developments of the
Commons so thoroughly in his report, I thought I
would concentrate in this issue on the thorny
problem of Travellers. Every yearor so, as residents
around Tunbridge Wells Common in particular
will know, we get an invasion of Travellers, usually
on the Lower Cricket Ground - and they are
exceedingly hard to shift.

This year on Saturday 18 June the Lower Cricket
Ground was invaded by a particularly large and
well-heeled group - the so called Tarmac Gang -
who settled down with their numerous caravans
(equipped with Satellite TV and Elsans) and drove
their L registered BMWs and other fancy cars
backwards and forwards across the pitch. They
even rode the wrong way up Mount Edgcumbe
Road (Donkey Walk) to the consternation of one
of our members turning to come the right way down
and nearly having a head on crash.

Steve Budden was on the spot as quickly as possible
that Saturday evening but it was quite clear that the
gang had settled in comfortably and had no intention
of leaving. The Conservators'policy has been that
Travellers should be given three days' grace before
any legal action is started. But as it was a weekend
and the gang showed no signs of moving, the
Conservators, in response to pressure from us,
agreed that early on Monday morning 20 June, a
notice to quit should be served by Steve. This was
treated with contumely - and other action too crude
to mention in this wholesome family magazine -
and the gang stayed put, going out every day to try
and convince local people that their driveways etc
needed re-tarmacing.

BATTLE
By Friday June 24 when repeated promises "to
move in the morning" had come to nothing, the
Manor (whose land, of course, it is) made an
application to the Court in Tonbridge and a summons
was duly served on the leader of the gang on
Monday 27 June to appear in Court in three days.

This did the trick and the gang were off the same
evening. The legal costs amounted to £669.75.

Eleven days may only, in retrospect, seem a short
time in the life of Commons - or indeed in the life
of residents around the Lower Cricket Ground.
But, for one thing, no-one knew at the time how
long it was going to take to get rid of the Gang - the
law's delays and all that. For another, the caravans
and cars and their fierce protective dogs severely
reduced the area where people could walk and
children could play. For a third, although at first
the Gang appeared to be litter-conscious and gave
fulsome assurances to Steve, when they left they
deposited their Elsan contents and other litter in the
bushestogetherwithloadsofoldtarmac. Theyhad
also deposited tarmac in the centre of the ground,
all of which cost the Conservators a further pretty
penny to remove.

DEMANDS
In the light of all this the Friends have made
representations to the Conservators, that:-

1. The defences of the Commons against
trespassers should be strengthened (we are
very glad that Steve Budden has had big tree
trunks sunk in the ground on the north side
of the Lower Cricket Ground where the
gang's invasion took place and further
strengthening of the defences will shortly take
place at the southern end too).

2. The legal processes should be speeded up.
In this type of case we believe that application
should be made immediately to the Court. It
may prove that the new Criminal Justice and
Public Order Act, will help.

3. More vigorous action should be taken by
the Conservators and the Police to enforce the
law on such matters as depositing rubbish and
other matter and on dangerous driving. Officers
of the Conservators, we are glad to report,
have recently held a meeting with the local
Constabulary and we are hopeful that the
Police will adopt a higher profile if this
nuisance occurs again.

So that is the story of the Battle of the Lower Cricket
Ground June 1994. We cannot exactly say it was
glorious but we hope for quicker, better, more
effective reactions in the future.
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SUMMER OF MIXED FORTUNES
It hardly seems like six months since I. was last
writing for Common Ground. T ime flies when you
are having fun.

It has been a Summer of mixed fortunes, the grass
cutting has gone well but litter has been as bad as
ever, in some places worse.

The grass cutting contract was taken over by a new
firm this year and although there have been one or
two minor problem areas, the overall standard of
their work has been very high. The present contract
runs for another two years, and some changes will
be made to bring more of the Commons edge into
the formal mowing regime.

Results have also been encouraging in the areas left
to grow until July. Common Spotted Orchids
appeared at four sites with also a much heavier crop
of Lady's Smock and the spread of Birdsfoot
Trefoil.

There has continued to be quite a dramatic spread
in the amount of heather regenerating on the
clearance adjacent to the Racecourse between
Hungershall Park and Major York's Road. At the
moment of course the heather is dwarfed by the
surrounding grass and has to be looted for, although,
as this is written, the flower heads are showing up
quite well.

LITTER WORSE
It would be nice to be able to report so positively
on the litter problem. Whilst the general standard
of cleanliness on the Common is reasonable, some
areas are still of concern. The continuing problem
around the Forum will hopefully ease during the
Winter but has reached appall ing proportions during
the Summer. This area, along with Wellington
Rocks, the Lower Cricket Pitch, Toad Rocks,
Rusthall Cricket Pitch, Fir Tree Car Park and
Brighton Lake are cleaned five times per week
including both Saturday and Sunday. However,
this is still not enough. The other problem area this
year has been Brighton Lake.

Although this is one of the areas to be cleared five
times per week, huge amounts of rubbish have been
thrown into the pond itself where of course the litter
pickers cannot get it. Money and time have again
been expended on having the pond cleaned on a
monthly basis, but this is very frustrating when you
find rubbish back in it the day after a clean out. As
long as people are prepared to dump their litter
anywhere, break bottles on the rocks, or otherwise
fail to show any consideration or responsibility,
this problem will remain with us.

The big story of the year was of course the traveller
invasion of the Lower Cricket Pitch. I know
Patrick Shovelton is writing about this so I will keep
my comments brief. The key to success would be
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