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Grand Plan Revealed
for Happy Valley

Beacon Hotel owner, John Cullen, hopes to formally link the 101
steps with his 16 acres of Victorian landscaped grounds, as Patrick

Shovelton reveals in his Chairman's Letter.
The most exciting news to have surfaced
since the last issue of Common Ground is
the announcement from our member, John
Cullen, owner of the Beacon Hotel, to
renovate the area of Happy Valley as a
public amenity.

The overall idea is to re-create the
16 acres of Victorian gardens of
the Beacon in Happy Valley, the
old Bath House and the three lakes,
whilst maintaining wildlife habitats
and the existing flora and fauna.
Public access would be made
available from the bottom of the 101 steps so
linking Happy Valley again to Rusthall
Common.

The Conservators are already considering the
repair and renovation of the 101 steps - possibly
as a memorial to the late Lady of the Manor,
Griselda Kentner. An appeal could go out for
these imaginative projects and your Committee
have already said, on behalf of the Friends, that
we would be glad to contribute what we could.

Meanwhile John Cullen is approaching all relevant
authorities -the Countryside Commission, English
Nature, Kent County Council, Tunbridge Wells
Borough Council as well as the Conservators - to
see if he can get support for his ambitious plan.
He kindly says that if any of our members would
like to take the fascinating walk around the lakes
from the 101 steps or from the Beacon Hotel, he
will be glad to give permission if they ring him
or his staff on TW 524252.

Otherwise over these last four months since the
last Common Ground was published our proposals
against coach and car parking on Commons

SUBCRIPTION RENEWAL

Subscriptions are due from September 1st. Would
members not on direct debit please despatch their
very modest fee (£5 per individual, £10 per
family) to David Wakefield, 68 London Road,
Tunbridge Wells. Cheques to be made out to the
Friends of the Commons, please.

Please also take this opportunity to encourage
friends, family and neighbours to join. The
bigger our membership, the greater our influence.

An appeal could
go out for these

imaginative
projects

roads (see last issue of Common Ground) have
been considered by TWBC Highways in the
context of the overall Transportation Strategy for
the Town. The Conservators have supported our
proposals and TWBC Highways are shortly
going to conduct a survey of coach parking in the

Town, a necessary first step on
what will be a frustratingly long
process.

Otherwise, I leave Steve Budden
elsewhere on this page and overleal
to report on developments on the
Commons over the last four
months. We can only reiterate our

deep congratulations to him for the great
improvements he continues to make.

Editors Note: Compare on page three this
constructive approach to that of the new owner oi
the Mt Edgcumbe Hotel.

DIARY DATES
We are now preparing next winter's work
parties. Work will start in September,
earlier than usual and stopping a month
early, in March.

SEPT 3rd -

OCT 1st

NOV 5th

DEC 3rd

JAN 7th

FEB 4th

MAR 10th -

Pond Clearance (Fir
Tree and Bracken)

Pond Clearance
(Marlpits)

Rock Clearance
(Mount Edgcumbe)

Grassland
Maintenance

Tree Planting

Tree Planting

Scrub Clearance (Toad
Rock)

All work parties start at 10am on Sundays
and we meet in Fir Tree Road car park.

Litter Pick - there will be a litter pick on
Saturday September 30th. Meet 10am Fir
Tree Road car park or opposite the Brahms
public house, Rusthall. Bring gloves. Bags
will be provided.

WARDEN'S REPORT

During the Spring I was delighted to have a visit
from a research team from the University of Kent
who carried out a survey of amphibian populations
in some of the ponds on the Commons. Newt
traps were set overnight in Fir Tree Pond on
Tunbridge Wells Common and in the two marlpit
ponds on Rusthall Common. The results the
following morning were very encouraging. Fir
Tree Pond produced good numbers of smooth
and palmate newts, as well as a very high number
of tadpoles (much to the delight of the newts,

Fir Tree Pond produced
good numbers of smooth

and palmate newts

who could be seen steadily chewing their way
through the mass of spawn).

The smaller pond at Rusthall held much frog
spawn and an unusually high population of
smooth newts. The larger pond produced a
healthy population of Great Crested Newts. AH
the ponds on the Commons are at present quite
choked with weed growth, partly due to the very
dry summer we have had. Because of the high
level of insect and animal activity in and around
the ponds, these will be left until the Autumn
before clearance takes place. This year's first
two volunteer work parties will be used to
accomplish this.

LANDROVER PURCHASED

The Conservators have now purchased a
Landrover to help carry out maintenance tasks.
This should be invaluable during the winter for
transporting tools and equipment to work sites
for work parties as well as providing a more
visible presence on the ground during the rest of
the year.

As many of you will have noticed, a very large
limb was ripped out of one of the Corsican pines
on Hungershall Park near its junction with Major
York's Road by high winds. The huge hole left
in the trunk of the tree is rather worrying. The
tree in question forms part of the 'Lutwidge
Group' planted in 1895. Because of its historic
and visual significance, we decided to try and
retain the tree in spite of the serious wounding.
To that end, the tree has been reduced in height
to minimise leverage on the lower stem. It will
be monitored over the next few years to see if this
fine old tree can be saved.

At least two of the line of ten lime trees on the
other side of the road from Brighton Lake are
infected with Ganaderma, a fungus that can
cause severe decay in the lower trunk and roots.
These trees require pollarding to reduce leverage,

Confined on page2


