
Despite the counter-attractions of Sense &
Sensibility at the MGM, and the Hiss and

Boo Music Hall Variety Show at the Assembly
Hall, let alone World Cup Cricket on Sky, 60
Friends, in addition to most members of the
Committee, attended the AGM at the Town Hall
on the evening of Wednesday 6th March. We
began with a drinks party, making a small profit
for the charity, and this now looks like becoming
a permanent feature of our annual AGM evening.

The Chairman reported on the year. Membership
has increased from 350 to400 (the 400th member,
Rachel Luckhurst, daughter of our most valuable
Secretary, Sylvia, having joined that day - see
photo inset). Nearly £3000 had been raised for
the Conservators in the year, £1500 having been
contributed to the Kentner Memorial Fund (which
will pay for 10 new seats round the Higher
Cricket Ground now installed and 5 more at
Rusthall Cricket Ground and Toad Rock), £500
for tools for volunteers and nearly £900 for the
railings and plaque round Princess Anne's oak
(see separate note on page 2).

400th Friend!

Pictured above is Rachel Luckhurst,
daughter of our Secretary Sylvia and a

top model, who became our 400th
member on 2 March.

Just think! If each of our 400 members was now
to enrol just one new friend and so double the
membership, what a boost to the resources and
aims that could make. Give it a try! The
Chairman referred to the good co-operation with
the Conservators and with TCM (Town Centre
Management). The latter had helped to fund
clearances and regeneration along the fringes of
TW Common and, with Kent Highways, had
helped to initiate the new crossing to the Common
at Castle Street and the much improved pedestrian
crossing at the bottom of Castle Road.

Certain changes on the Committee took place.
Marian May, Peter Hoole and Mark Roelofsen,
after 5 years service and for different reasons -

Peter moving away to Hawkhurst and Mark
temporarily abroad - felt that the time had come
for them to give up. We see them go with great
reluctance. All have done an enormous amount
for the Friends. We are most grateful to David
Barton for taking over the Editorship of Common
Ground which Mark has made so readable over
the vears. AnnRevell, whohas lived in Tunbridge
Wells all her life and whose family donated the
10 benches on South of France, has been elected
to the Committee and Andrew Weaver, still at
Skinner's, has been coopted specially to beef-up
junior support. He cannot under the Charities
Acts become a full member of the Committee -
and therefore a Trustee - until he is 18 - two years
hence. Meantime we are lucky to have him.

Committee changes

Peter Hoole has very kindly agreed to continue
to maintain the membership and distribution lists
on his computer and has even more kindly
undertaken to do the Christmas card for 1996. A
full list of the new Committee is on page 2 .

New projects for 1996 include the production of
maps of the Commons - one (for each Common)
a folding pocket map for walkers; the other (also
for each Common) a coloured print a la National
Trust suitable for framing and hanging on walls
as well as various entry points to the Commons.

Then in August we plan the Bicentenary
Diversions referred to in the last issue of Common
Ground.

In the autumn we want, with the Conservators'
consent, to plant 2 trees - one on Tunbridge Wells
Common, one on Rusthall - to commemorate our
5th year in existence - 1st September 1991-96.

Signs of the Times
The saga over the Mt Edgecumbe hotel sign is not
yet over. A new sign, slightly smaller, has been
erected on the site of the old metal sign and it
seems that Mr Butler is intending to change the
actual sign for each season. The Council's
approval has, we understand, not yet been
obtained.

Another sign, which some Friends find
unCommon, is the new blue sign for St Paul's
Church and the Bretlands Beauty Centre on
Rusthall Common. This is much bigger than the
old sign and blue instead of green. This again
has, we understand, not yet received full
Conservatorial or Council approval. Meanwhile
our member, JohnCullen, is jokingly saying that
if others can have these big signs why can't he

have a bigger sign for his Beacon Hotel? Another
hideous example of the proliferation of signs is
at the junction of Major York's Road and
Hungershall Park. Because Major York's Road
is 40mph and and Hungershall Park and Fir Tree
Road 30, there are signs everywhere - amounting
to 11 in all at this one cross-roads (see picture
inset). Your Committee is working on this in the
general context of traffic, speed limits and parking
(see Common Ground - Issue No. 9). PS

LITTER PICK
A good litter pick was held on Sunday, April
14th. 20 Friends came to Fir Tree Road for
T.W. Common, but only 4 (mostly
Committee members) to Rusthall. 2 stalwarts
were sent from T.W. to Rusthall. No dead
parrots this time but one sad dead badger,
a 30' length of piping, an old sofa and the
usual collection of bottles, tins, paper, etc.
As usual the rubbish by the roadsides was
worst. What can we do about this? All
suggestions please to the Editor (T.W.
522318).

OUR CORPORATE
MEMBERS

CRIPPS HARRIES
HALL

MAZDA

PPP

THE SPA HOTEL

THE WELLS SECURITY
SERVICES

THOMSON SNELL &
PASSMORE

WOLFIT

All these firms very generously pay £100pa. If
any members have any influence with any firm to
induce them to become a corporate member
please let them exercise it.

Advantages of corporate membership are:

(a) Support for a vital local interest

(b) From time to time having the company logo
on the front page of an issue of Common
Ground

(c) Receiving copies of Common Ground and
the rest of our literature for staff notices,
staff participation in work parties etc.

(d) Staff eligible to attend all our events.


