TRANSPORTATION STRATEGY
are we getting anywhere?

big issue of the last few months has beeand Castle Roads (residents excepted}). and, in the process, hopefully, more elegar
Transport (as | prefer simply to call it) Incidentally, Castle Road has the worst recordailings (to which the Friends have already agree
Strategy. In July Kent County Council in for car vandalism of any road in the Borough. to contribute).

TUSC publshed  hfy comsiation Socumengo U PIEICOn e Deparimen) Cucleway e, 1.5, document, et
entitled Transportation Strategy (T.S.) for the ough we have had 1ne support o & Ly 1N P : ¥ 9
Tunbridae Wells and Southborouah area Conservators, and, when it existed, of TCM, haghe creation of new cycleways into the town i.e
9 g : borne little fruit. We have in gettingthe so-called Sustrans route which comes
In November, Highways held an Exhibition at yellow lines at the top (north- west side)originally, from Crawley and goes towards the
the Town Hall and a series of eveningof Castle Road, which is a great improvementsouth coast. This would use the existing pat
"workshops". The consultation period extendsWe have got white "advisory" markings at thefrom Cabbage Stalk Lane to Major York's Roac
until end of January and the Friends are due tRacecourse crossing on Major York's Road an¢and would have the added of stoppi
put in their views by then. Our next Committeeat the path crossing up Castle Roatdnauthorised motoring up path from Cabbag
meetingis  January where we hope to formulatdnd we have been successful in getting sométalk Lane). Otherwise the T.S. documen
an up-to-date view as regards the Commons. improved access to Tunbridge Wells Commorrecommends the creation of cycle lanes o
Rusthall Road, Langton Road and youl

Committee supports all these proposals.

(i) Ride T.S. document makes,
in our view, sensible recommendations for Par
and Ride. We believe the coach parking probler
would be solved by using the Park and Ride site
for coach parking. The coaches could set dow
and pick up, their passengers at approved poir
in the town and be called up as necessary. Wi
modern communications this should not b
beyond the capacity of coach companies ar
their drivers.

It will be seen that there is much to chew on in th
T.S. document. Copies are unfortunately ver
hard to come by but if any member wants to rea
it (and comment) we have 3 copies circulatin
Some of the 10 coaches parking in London Road one Spring weekendamong the Committee and if you would give me
a call (on 527885) | will endeavour to get a cop!
Of course, most of the T.S. document does ndtom the Town i.e. the new refuge and improved you.
concern the Commons at all. It addresses therossing from Castle Street to Highbury (thoug
wider, and incredibly difficult, problem of getting with regrettably utilitarian railings) and an
traffic into, out of, and through Tunbridge Wells improved pedestrian crossing from the Pantile
- with the prospect of traffic doubling by the (The Swan Hotel) to the Common. But nothin
year 2015. We feel it only our business toelse!
comment on these issues so
are concerned.

hMeanWhiIe all your comments on this vitally
important subject will be taken into careful
Tonsideration if you write or phone in. As | said
gabove, our considered comments have to be wi
Highways by the end of January WPS
as the Commops ) . .

ndeed our suggestion of enlarging the Fairground

Car Park on poor quality grassland to the south
Let me, at this stage, remind you what we havef the present site in return for no parking on Mt.

been recommending for years (see also CommoBdgcumbe and Castle Roads has been vetoed AU TUMN LITTER PICK
Ground Issue 9 - and the problem was discussefbgal grounds. Enthusiasm maintained despite wet

and our policies endorsed, at the ‘95 AGM). WeAt this juncture | must refer to certain other weather

wish to see: : ; ; :
- _ issues in the T.S. document which concern uSAnother litter pick was held on Sunday,
g())a;'.he prohibition of coach parking on London () There is a proposal to spend £90,000 | November 10th - in light rain. A number of

1997/98 on the London Road/Vale Roadhardy volunteers turned out on Tunbridge Well
(b) The introduction of double yellow lines in intersection. We have, as yet, seen no plans gdommon, rather fewer at Rusthall. The Reve
Fir Tree Road alongside the Higher Cricketwhat exactly this means but our first reaction ifamily were notable in both places for theit
Ground, to think that it is a fearful waste of money - numbers and enthusiasm and special menti
(c) The extension ofdouble yellow lines on the510000 more than is spent on the whole of thenust be made of a new recruit. Tony Jackso
southern side of Major York's Road up to andCOmmons in a year. And to achieve what? Thevho did a significantjob in Bull's Hollow.

including the Racecourse crossing and th&Peedier flow of traffic into the bottlenecks at - -
establisﬁment of cycle lanes on eitr?er side 0‘§Dewll Street and in the other direction, theThe litter contract is due to chanc

: ' . ottom of Grove Hill Road? The only good we from ~ to Bridgland’s who already d
Major York's Road, o can see coming out of this scheme is improvedhe grass mowing. It must be hoped that we wi
(d) The banning of parking in Mt. Edgcumbe and safer, access from Vale Road to the Commosee an improvement in the services.



