Suddenly it's Spring!thessxhacm,

Friends was held at the Town Hall on the

evening of Wednesday March 12th when some

Report by Steve Budden 50 members attended. Considering we were

Sring has now well and truly sprung with work will have to be done by the contractors. competing with Monteverdi's Orfeo at the
irds nesting, flowers blooming and frogs ssembly Hall and with a protest meeting at
and newts returning to the ponds. Work on usthall about the cuts, this was not
clearance and cutting has now stopped for th "had turn-out. They were undoubtedly attractec
spring to allow all the inhabitants of the Commons.loeen extend y Steve Budden's annual talk (with slides)

some peace. layer of bracken removed. | hope that this will lustrating what steady improvements he is

Although we welcome the wonderful warm startrespond as well as the original area which seen%gﬂ'gg’ PR he egp?c?;z]r%ngfthéhgere'\g?:g)rlltg
that we have had to the spring, this does mean an increasing population of lizards andi” -

: _— e Cheese Ring Rocks, the return of much
that the risk of fire is a very much greater threal am pleased to note, adders. heather. th d of d tighter it
than normal. Contrary to popular opinion, the . eatner, the award of a new and tighter litter
spring is a far greater fire risk period than hightN€ volunteers have kept up their good workcontract (to name but a few). The Chairman
summer, particularly on heathland and grassland'"'th two very productive days at Denny Bottom reported on other developments and events durin

' Clearing holly and scrub from the rock outcropsithe year and still to come (e.g. Diversions) and
The new trees that have been planted this wintdhis has made a tremendous difference to ththe Treasurer reported a healthy balance o
are now starting to come into leaf. Most arearea, opening up several views. They als€4,000 plus.
small transplants that have been used foundertook extensive coppicing of gorse on - . .
screening against road noise, although it willTunbridge Wells Common. This task is vital, Some of this will go to the quinquennial trees
clearly be some years before they becomalthough painful sometimes, as much of theeported below. — restis being husbanded pr
effective at their job. When planting these treegorse on the Commons is reaching over-maturity  to support Diversions priming. Roger
screens we are careful to use only native hedgingnd ~ dieunlesscut ~ Itis pleasing to segoye, our Hon Auditor, explained the need
species which have the advantages of providinjow well the gorse coppiced over the last twdollowing the Charities Act 1993 to slightly
food and shelter for wildlife plus being well years has regenera}ted, providing excellgnt nestmend our Rules reg_ardlng audit anql this wa:
suited to growing conditions in this country. Sites and beautifying the Common with anduly passed_. The Officers and Committee were
They are also, usually, cheap. The newly plante@bundance of flowers. re-elected (it would be good to see new faces
hedge around the bottle bank on offering themselves for election - perhaps next
Common (see picture below) is a good examplén a similar theme, much of the hawthorn on thgear?).
Common is reaching over-maturity and an_. i .
programme Ofcoppicing will be needed:lna”y, another trll_:)ute mUSt be pald to Peter
over the next ten years. Again, if it is not cut, _ for once again running the bar before the
much of this hawthorn ~ die and the range ofmeeting. We made a small profit for the
ages and sizes that will be produced by &ommons.
coppicing programme will be of great benefit to
many birds.

On Tunbridge Wells Common the grassland/ll;'\2

geather area adjacent to the racecourse betwee
Park and Major Yorks Road ha

ed with fallen trees and the chokin

As well as the 'traffic screens' mentioned earlier,

there has also been some commemoratlv'é'ro celebrate the first 5 years of the” Friends’
planting this winter. Many of you will have life 5 Scots pines have been planted at the
noticed newly planted trees with metal guardsop of the triangle bounded by Mt
lime trees planted in a group have been donatggeen planted at the corner of Langton Road an
by the National Association of Citizens' Advice g;sthall Road where there used to be one befo
Bureaux, as has the seat that will be installeghe nyrricane. Few of us will see these tree:
there. These Limes will grow to form a "bower' ooy, 1o their full height (80'), but they should be
around the bench, a style of planting tradmonag great sight in years to come

of this; it is comprised of about 50% hawthornto the Commons. The other guarded tree in the '

with around 10% each of holly, field maple, middle of the triangle behind the car park is a apicture thetrees  situ' ir

blackthorn, hazel and hornbeam with one or twd3e€ech donated by Mrs Hack from Devon ingur next issue. Ed.

dog roses thrown in for luck. Such a mixture, thenemory of her mother. This tree should

traditional field hedge combination, is also veryeventually dominate this area. My thanks also to

spiky and does a marvellous job of keepinng & Mrs Galbally of Heathfield for the new

intruders out of an area, be they animal or humartiawthorne bench donated for Rusthall Cricket

Pitch.
In my last article for Common Ground | mentioned e idea of Friends is catching on. Our
the restoration of the Marlpit ponds in Rusthall.Finally | would mention our new litter contract 1 members, Peter and Maureen Reynolds, hav
These eventually filled with the one period of which commenced at the start of January. Thetarted the Friends of Park and Johi

rain that we had this winter and | am pleased t@pecifications have been upgraded and th€ullen, another of our members and the proprieta
report that all three species of newt have returnegontract was won by Bridgland Ltd who also cutof the Beacon Hotel, has started the Friends ¢
to the large pond this Spring. However, those ofne grass. | hope that you, like me, have noticetiappy Valley. Both are applying, directly or,
you who walk this area regularly will have notlcedl?n immediate improvément and | hope that thigndirectly, for Lottery funds. Anyone interested

the sudden drop in water levels in the new small " “continue into the more difficult summer injoining should telephone Peter on an(
pond. It appears that we have a leak and morga gy, John on 524252.



