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Highways across the Common?

Chairman's Report by David Wakefield

embers will want to be updated on

the latest position regarding the
proposals for putting a five land junction in
the middle of the Common, and other
vandalism.

The public outcry has been such and from so
many different sources and age groups, that
the claim cannot be made that it is sdlfish sdif
interest of asmal middle class, middle aged
group unrelated to the modern world.

We have now had four months of protest, the
highlights of which | will attempt to
summarise here. We have seen two large
public meetings, both packed out, and with a
high standard of speakers. Therewas no doubt

Archie Norman,
support us

a either of these two meetings where
everybody stood. Indeed, there was not one
single voiceraised in support of the proposals.
Our Warden came as near to receiving a
standing ovation a the end of his heartfelt
pleato save the Common as anyone hasin the
normally reserved precincts of the Town Hall,
epecialy Tunbridge Wells Town Hall.

We have seen ahogt of | etters sent to our MP,
who is very supportive of our position, to our
local councillors, to the Highways
Department and to the Kent County Council.
| have reed mogt of these letters, and have
been impressed by the well argued points
made, by the cals for rationa explanation
and by the forceful rebuttal of the wesk
points in the arguments made for the
proposals. Needless to say, most of the
|etters have gone unanswered.

We have instructed a firm of transport
engineers to look at the proposals from a
technical point of view, and to provide us
with ammunition with which to" attack
Highway's, rather than emotive pleas that we
are forced to use, lacking the technical

expertise to chalenge the proposals on any
other grounds. We await their report with
interest.

The Consarvators have voiced their opposition
a each of their meetings, especially when it
became clear that not satisfied with their
origina demands, Highways are now asking
for a further 100 metres strip of Common
alongside Church Road. One can only
presume that they quickly redised that their
origina proposals would not work, and hence
had to come back and ask for more. What is
it that Kipling had to say about the Dane and
Danegeld?

We are now at the stage where the Highways
Committee is considering the letters and
submissions made to it by the public. Our
submission is in there, dong with those that
you might have made. Councillor Mrs Braam
who is both Leeder of the Council and a
Commons Conservator, has sad 'this ste
will be re-visited’, by which one supposes
that arevision is taking place, but what form
that revision will take is certainly not clear.

Theloca government elections in early May
are dmost upon us, and this matter is sure to
be a 'hot' political item. We mugt take this
opportunity to put our viewsbefore councillors
seeking election, of whatever political party.
Speak to your local candidates, say what you

(_Zonservato_rs
voice opposition

think to be right and in the best interests of our
community and for our children, and try to
ensure that they will not vote for these
proposals if we elect them to the Council. Be
quite clear, this is very much aloca matter,
and its outcome rests with us.

After the election, the next mgor event is the
mesting of the Highways Committee, due to
be heldon 1 Juneat which thefind voteonthe
proposalswill betaken. Let ushopethat good
sense will prevail.

Meanwhile, the proposals fort the large
roundabout at the top of Mgor York's Road
has disappeared, but so has the proposals to

Victorians'
Forethought

return part of the Common a Fir Tree Road.
The dip road, a the top of Church Road
where it reaches Mount Ephraim, iS not now
to close, s0 that is another bit of the Common
which is not being returned to us.

Inner London Road is not to be closed, and
hence we are not to be faced with loss of the
Common to provide alarge turning circle for
vehicles. At firgt sight, it might appear that
some concessions had been wrung out from
the Highway s’ proposdls, but the mgjor aspects
of the vandalism, that isthe five lanejunction
and the loss of a 100 metre strip of Common
alongside Church Road, 4ill remain.

Certainly we cannot deep easily whilst these
doubts remain unresolved. Eterna vigilance
is the password for the day.

Autumn
Litter Pick

Thisyear thelitter pick will beheldon 11
October. Start point as usua will be
10am a the Fir Tree car park and the
Brokers Arms, for those who want to
concentrate on the Rusthal end of the
Commons.

This is amost enjoyable event, does the
Common and one's somach muscles a
power of good.




