
OUR CHANGING WORLD
Chairman's Report by David Wakefield

Three very important developments now loom on our horizon

The Council's proposed
enhancements to the
Tunbridge Weils Common
and its surrounding areas

We have set out elsewhere in Common Ground
the details of'Proposed Enhancements to the
Tunbridge Wells Common' in the shape of a
summary of the proposals being made, and in
each case a possible response from the Friends.
Members might like to consider whether they
wish to join in the debate. They can best do
this by reading the document itself (I hold a
copy) and then making a written submission
through myself to the Council.

The update of the local plan '2000+ Local
Plan Review' is also terribly important to us,
residents in the Town, since for the first time
we have to accept our portion of the burden of
accommodating the 4.5 million new homes
which planners say have to be created if we
are to cater for:

• young people who wish to leave home
much earlier than heretofore

• divorced couples who wish to live on their
own now that they have separated from
their partners

• older people, who are now expected to
live much longer and so will have to be
catered for (my nightly prayer is that I
shall be spared too long a life)

It is very hard to get a figure from the Council
of the actual number of new units which
Tunbridge Wells will have to plan for (to
some extent it depends on the success of other
authorities passing on this poisoned chalice
down the line), but it appears to be in the
region of 2,700 units, though this, I hasten to
add, is not a figure that can be relied upon.

Every effort is being made to put the new
developments on 'brownfield' sites, such as
the old goods yard behind Upper Grosvenor
Road and possibly on the site of the Kent &
Sussex Hospital (strongly rumoured to move
from the town to a new site), but some
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'greenfield' land will have to be sacrificed
around the edges of the town if we are to
allow for these new homes.

What does this mean for
the Commons?

Every new household will mean at least one
more car, possibly two more cars and therefore
the environment must suffer and we will see
the effects on the Common.

The actual document itself'2000+ Local Plan'
is too long to summarise here in Common
Ground, but I hold a copy and you arc welcome
to borrow it, if you so wish.

Finally, the government's long-awaited
transport strategy document has at last
appeared and has been generally welcomed
by those groups who up to now have been
very critical. I refer to Friends of the Earth,
Greenpeace and the Council for the
Preservation of Rural England. The new
approach starts with the premise that transport
strategy is for all of us in all our methods of
getting about, and therefore begins with the
pedestrian, then cyclists, then public transport
and then the car driver (in that order!). It

Annual General Meeting

The Society's Annual General Meeting
will be held on

Wednesday 17 March 1999
in the Council Chamber of the Town

Hall. 1930hrs for 2000hrs.

Refreshments will consist of hot soup
and spiced wine.
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The government's traffic
strategy 'Breaking the
Logjam'

seems to say that traffic reduction is much
more important than traffic management, and
it sets out ways in which traffic reduction can
be brought about in our town.

Iri'essence, councils like our own are being
asked to look at the possibility that more
journeys might be made by public transport
and fewer by car, through making the former
easier (more frequent and cheaper public
transport) and the latter less attractive (through
charging for entry into towns and charging
for company car parking spaces in the centre
of towns).

We are at the start of a long process of
consultation over what is acceptable to us, the
dwellers in this town.

I hold a copy of the Department of the
Environment's 'Breaking the Logjam', which
you are welcome to borrow and comment
upon. It is difficult to get dialogue with our
members, and without dialogue, I cannot be
sure that what your committee and I feel are
your views, really are your views.

I think that we all agree these are momentous
decisions which we are being called upon to
make. If we wish to influence matters, we
must speak clearly and loudly into the ears of
the decision-makers.

Are you comfortable in your own mind that
your views are being heard?

To end on a positive note: I am far happier
now that a more rational attitude prevails in
the Town Hall. Our views as citizens are
being sought and are being listened to.
Changes are only being made where it is quite
clear that benefits will result. Past mistakes
arc being cleared away; not all at once, since
there is some loss of face involved, especially
at County Hall, but things are slowly getting
better.


