
TRANSPORTATION STRATEGY
AND THE COMMONS Chairman's Report by David Wakefield

The long awaited 'Tunbridge Wells
Borough Council 2000+ Transport

Issues' has finally emerged.

This document complements '2000+ Local
Plan', about which! wrote in the Spring Issue
of Common Ground. It is inconceivable that
we can consider the implications for the
Borough of the addition of 2700 (est) new
homes, without taking into account their
transport aspects, so '2000+ Transport Issues'
is very welcome.

It is a long document, full of background
('what is transport strategy?' and 'what is
Tunbridge Wells Borough 2000+?') but it
also covers possible solutions.

It is here that the trouble begins. In order to be
comprehensive, the authors list a whole gamut
of possible solutions, starting with walking
and cycling and ending up with car sharing.

None of these can one be against, but common
sense and observation of my fellow men tells
me that none of these stands a chance against
the attractions of car ownership followed by
car usage.

Conversely, the Government's own strategy
document 'Breaking the Log Jam' is much
more clear cut. It makes only two main
proposals:

• charging for road usage
• workplace parking levies

To be fair to '2000+ Transport Issues', these
are mentioned, but are lost against the
background of nice ideas, but ones which will
not work. Is charging for road use not
applicable to our Borough?

Nevertheless, your committee intend to be
represented at the various public consultation
meetings to be held this Summer.

They also intend to respond in writing along
the lines already set out in the Spring Issue of
Common Ground: 'Enhancements to the
Common - Possible Responses', since these
seem to be the issues which most affect the
Commons from a transport point of view.
After all, none of these proposals has been
acted upon even though they appear to be
perfectly feasible and even though they have,
in the main, received our blessing and yet we
are being asked to make responses to yet more
proposals.

Turning to other matters, elsewhere
in this issue you will see details about
'Frolics', which will be held on 17
July and early warning of our annual
dinner, to be held at the Spa Hotel on
28 January 2000 next vear.

The current conservation management
programme on the two Commons

continues to improve them as a habitat for
wildlife, and the long-established resident
butterflies and dragonflies are flourishing in
consequence. In addition, new species
continue to appear. Some of these may have
been present all along, but previously in such
small numbers as to escape detection, but
others are evidently new visitors or colonists
for which conditions have now become
suitable. It is fortunate for the Commons that
the development of Tunbridge Wells has never
cut them off completely from access to the
open countryside. If they had become isolated
islands in an urban landscape, it would have
been much more difficult for wildlife from
outside to reach them. Tunbridge Wells
Common is open on its western boundary to
the woodlands and meadows of the county
border, and those same extensive habitats are
adjacent to the southern edge of Rusthall
Common.

One of the most interesting new discoveries
among the butterflies has been the Purple
Hairstreak, which was first observed in August
1997 among the trees between Wellington
Rocks and Mount Ephraim, as well as at
Happy Valley. The Purple Hairstreak is a
medium-sized butterfly Although quite

widespread in the High Weald, it is a
notoriously elusive species because the adults
feed on honeydew deposited by aphids on the
foliage of oak trees, rather than visiting flowers
as most other butterflies do. It thus spends
most of its time high above the ground and out
of view. This butterfly may well have existed
on the Commons for many years, since even
in their virtually treeless past there were
probably always a few isolated oaks such as
those ancient examples seen today on
Tunbridge Wells Common's western
boundary.

The Ringlet butterfly, on the other hand, is
certainly a new arrival, appearing in July
1997 along Pope's Terrace Walk. It was there
again in 1998, as well as on the edge of the
Fairground. The Ringlet is a butterfly of broad
woodland rides which evidently finds the
widening of the Terrace Walk to its liking.
Previously, this species had always avoided
the urban area of Tunbridge Wells, never
coming closer than High Rocks to the western
edge of the town. Now it has presumably
found its way on to the Common via High
Rocks Lane and Cabbage Stalk Lane, which
of course meets the Terrace Walk at the
Common's western edge. The Ringlet is a
relatively large butterfly. However, when it is
settled with its wings folded, the row of cream-

coloured circles, filled in with black and with
a white central point, from which it gets its
name can be clearly seen. The Ringlet
commonly feeds on bramble flowers, and is
notable as the only butterfly that is regularly
active in dull weather.

The dragonflies recorded on the Common
now number sixteen species, of which nine
are definitely breeding in the various ponds,
while others are, for the moment at least,
occasional visitors. Adult dragonflies can
wander considerable distances from the lakes,
ponds, rivers and streams where they breed. A
recent exciting addition to the Commons'
dragonfly list is the Golden-ringed Dragonfly,
an example of which appeared in July 1998
patrolling the strip of acid grassland along
Mount Ephraim in search of prey. This
distinctive species is reckoned to be the largest
British dragonfly on account of its body length,
and it is the only one which is patterned with
yellow and black bands. In Britain it is a
predominantly western species, and the
Tunbridge Wells area is an isolated stronghold
in the south-east of the country. It breeds in
woodland streams at Pembury and in the
Broadwater Forest area, but this is the first
time it has been seen within the urban area of
Tunbridgc Wells.




