
A BUSY SUMMER
Chairman's Report by David Wakefield

This last summer has marked a busy
period in the life of our Society. First,
there was 'Frolics' held on 17 July in
lovely sunny weather. You can read
more about it elsewhere in this
newsletter.

Secondly, we have launched a drive for new
members, which has proved very successful.
Prompted by our Vice Chairman, Peter
Freeman, the committee decided to write to
all those kind souls who had signed our
petition two years ago. The results have been
excellent: we are in the midst of counting and
enrolling, but it looks as though we might
have about one hundred additions to our ranks.

Welcome to you all
The Town's transport strategy document
grinds slowly along, in bottom gear. A number
of meetings have been held around the town
and views canvassed from groups representing
various interests, such as walkers, cyclists
and of course, special interest groups such as
ourselves. Written submissions were also
sought, and we have responded. The summary
of these views, produced just a few days ago,
makes for confusing reading. Whilst' A' wants
the A21 widened, 'B' is adamant that no
further road building can be justified.

Our own views are included, such as no parked
cars on Commons roads, but whether we will
be listened to is another matter. One lone
voice is still calling for an underground car

park on the Common, but I sense from the
views expressed to me that that is something
which we do not want.

Two matters about which you should be
warned. First, the A26, that is the London
Road, is to be resurfaced throughout its length,
starting in January 2000. The Highways
Department of Kent County Council is
adamant that the work needs doing, though it
was resurfaced only a very short time ago.
The road will be partially closed where

transport strategy
conflicts

possible but in certain sections, such as across
the Common, it will be totally closed, and
traffic re-routed away from it. You have been
warned.

Secondly, the Town Council has asked the
Commons Conservators for permission to
extend the old fashioned sign posts, which
you might have seen around the Town,
indicating where the Pantiles are, and the way
to the railway station, to include four on the
edge of the Common. I myself feel that it is
not really helpful to tell a stranger who is
already at the edge of the common, where the
Common is, but have had to agree reluctantly
to yet more signs.

To end on a more pleasant note, our Annual
Dinner is at the Spa Hotel, on 28 January. See
you there.

SPRING LITTER PICK

16 April
Start Time 10am

at Fir Tree Car Park

or The Brahms Pub (for those who
want to concentrate on the Rusthall

end of the Commons)

Annual Subs
Members who do not pay their
Subscriptions by Bankers Order are
reminded that the 1999/2000 subs were
due on 1 October 1999. A reminder letter
is being sent out with Common Ground.
Please use the tear off slip when sending in
your remittance.

FRIENDS' ANNUA1
DINNER

This will be held on

28 January 2000
at the Spa Hotel

Make a note in your diary, forward
planning section.

We will be addressed by Chris Clennett,
Gardens Manager, Wakehurst Place on
developments of the gardens at
Wakehurst Place and construction of the
new 'seed bank'.


