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Chairman's Report

Warden, Steve Budden (with Jade)

Two items call for special
mention as this year closes.

First, we have just received the
Conservation Area Appraisal
from the Planners, and as this
features both the Commons, it
is important to our Society. The
purpose of these appraisals is to
designate those areas which call
for special protection in a Town,
thus ensuring that development
does not take place within them,
reducing its visual aspects. As
the Commons sections are
covered at such length in the
Report, I have summarised them
elsewhere in this document.

The other matter concerns Frolics
2001. We are going ahead with
planning for this, to be held on the
Lower Common on Saturday 21 st
July 2001. The Council have very
kindly donated £3000 to get us

started, and this has encouraged
us greatly. We still have to raise
the same amount again, which
will call for an effort from all of
us, but it is nice to think that
Frolics will return to the Common
next year. Because our
experience as taught us what is
involved, I have set out a few key
points later in Common Ground.

The Dinner is to be at the Spa
Hotel . This is turning out to be
an enjoyable event in our annual
calendar, and is very well
supported. We have on this
occasion, a talk from Bob Ogley,
the author of' The Great Storm',
and as he is an excellent speaker,
we can look forward to an
entertaining evening.
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The Commons continue to
improve, under the care of our
Warden, Steve Budden. This last
year he has had a blitz on bracken.
In past years, he has tried cutting
it, which is more difficult than I
make it sound, since it has to be
cut several times and raked up by
hand between each cut, before it
can be persuaded that it is not
wanted. Even then, it has come
back. Steve this year is trying out
a new method : he is knocking it
down with a large machine. It is
to be hoped that this rough and
ready method will persuade it to
go elsewhere.

Two other aspects of work on the
Common will be on interest to
you. First, there are large areas
of heather re-generation just
below the Victoria Grove which
are doing very well. The second
is the repair of storm damage,
caused by the great blast of wind
we had at the end of October.
This is not as great as the damage
suffered in the great storm of
1987, but putting it to rights is
made more difficult by the wet
weather of this Autumn, which is
slowing things up.

Your Committee takes a keen
interest in ensuring that
improvements to the Common
should not be held up for want of
resources, and we are actively
following up several schemes
along the lines of tree re-planting.
We will report to you in due
course.

David Wakefield

.. .'.

Two views of Rusthall Common

will be held on

21st March 2001
19.30 hrs

COUNCIL CHAMBER,
TOWN HALL

Friends'
Dinner

will be held on

26 January 2001

SPA HOTEL
••••

Tickets £22
from Sylvia Luckhurst

01892 526121

see separate sheet

SUBS
RENEWALS

These are now
due for

2000/2001

Please remit to our
Treasurer.

George Lawson

see separate sheet
for details

We still have the following
items for sale:

Christmas Cards 0.25p each

Maps of Tunbridge
Wells Common £1.50 each

Maps of Rusthall
Common £1.50 each

Mugs £3.50 each

Jigsaw Puzzles £4.50 each

from George Lawson
01892 524019


