
Chairman's Report

The things a girl can do - one: hitch a lift

The heavy rains of the winter have
at last stopped, and we have the sun

back with us.

Whilst the water table on the Commons
seems to be falling, and one had hoped that
plenty of rain followed by plenty of sunshine
would be good for all flora, I see that at
least one horse chestnut on the far side of
the Common from me is looking very
poorly.

Since the last issue of Common Ground, a
very important document has been produced
by the Council, the Local Plan. Though
called a Deposit Copy, I think we can assume
this to be the final version. What will be of
especial importance to members will be
references to the Commons. I have read it
through from cover to cover on your behalf
(all 213 pages!).

The aim of the Local Plan is to update the
earlier plan of 1996, taking it through to
2011. Right from the start it emphasises its
objective of protecting the environment,
whilst allowing development to take place
in housing, industry, tourism, recreation
and transport.

All this is of importance to us as citizens,
but our main concern must be 'what does
the Plan have to say about the Commons?'.
The answer, I am sorry to say, is not a lot.

Whilst confirming that Nature Conservation
will be taken into account, this to include
Woodland and Scrub, Sites of Special
Scientific Importance, and protected species
and though it mentions Rusthall Common
as a nature conservation area, Tunbridge
Wells Common is ignored under this
heading. I am writing to the authors about
this oversight.

Tunbridge Wells Common is mentioned
under Open Spaces of Historic Importance,
these being areas which will be protected
from development. The Plan goes into some
detail about housing development and one
of these borders onto the Common.

When the Kent and Sussex Hospital moves
out, the planners envisage that 220
dwellings will be permitted on that site.
Something that we should be keeping an
eye on in the coming months.

The only other reference to the Commons
comes under Informal Open Spaces, and
here the Plan has this to say:

'...area contains a wealth of informal
open spaces and woodland ranging in size
from places such as Tunbridge Wells
Common...to landscaped areas within
housing estates.'

'...The Council will...use its influence
to ensure that public parks and gardens,
common land and woodland...are protected
and improved through good management.'

Perhaps we can be comforted by the fact
that the planners see the Commons as
serving a public need (in leisure, in tourism,
and in recreation) and are beautiful in
themselves (a veritable 'green belt' within
the Town boundaries) and they are to be
protected from 'development'.

The Local Plan will be on view at the Royal
Victoria Place on the 26, 27 and 28th July.

Your committee have been working hard
on the question 'how best can we raise the
profile of the Commons?' Up to now that
has meant Frolics, but there are problems
with Frolics, not least that as we cannot
charge for entry, we have great difficulty in
running it at a profit. Do you have any ideas
about how we can utilise this wonderful
facility, for one day a year, involving as
many members of the public as possible
and making a small profit? If you have,
please contact me on TW 523983 with your
ideas, or come and speak to me at the
Friends' Tea Party at Mount Edgcumbe on
21st July.

David Wakefield

Guided Commons
Walks

Saturday 28 July 2001

10.30 hrs

from Thackerey's House
Tunbridge Wells Common

Possible further sightings
of Longhorn Moths




