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Diary of
Forthcoming Events

Walks with the
Warden, Steve Rudden

Saturday 10 May 2003

Meet at 11.00 hrs, Fir Tree Road Car Park,
covering Tunbridge Wells Common

Saturday 24 May 2003

Meet at 11.00 hrs, St Paul's Church,
covering Rusthall Common

Walks with
Ian Beavis

Saturday 17 May 2003

Meet at 10.00 hrs, Toad Rock, walk over
Rusthall Common

Saturday 9 August 2003

Meet at 10.30 hrs, Thackerays, walk over
Tunbridge Wells Common

Work Parties

Meet at Fir Tree Road Car Park

Saturday 5 October 2002
Saturday 2 November 2002
Saturday 7 December 2002
Saturday 4 January 2003
Saturday 1 February 2003
Saturday 1 March 2003

Litter Pick

Saturday 5 April 2003

Meet at 10.00 hrs at either Fir Tree Road
Car Park or Common View, Rusthall

Annual Dinner

Friday 31 January 2003

At the Spa Hotel, 19.00 hrs for 19.45 hrs

For Members and their guests. Booking
form enclosed.

Annual General Meeting

Wednesday 26 March 2003

At the Town Hall 19.00 hrs.

A View from the Top
I t is hoped members will like our new

logo. Thanks are due to Douglas Hall
ARCA, one of our members, for the design
and it seemed appropriate to replace the
original heavy looking 'hat' by putting
our title around the perimeter instead.
The frame used previously has been
removed. I wish also to thank Richard
Benoy, a comparatively recent member,
who came forward in answer to my cry
for help by offering his experience with
publicity/promotional work and he has
been co-opted on to the Committee.

As our financial year end approaches
preparations are in hand not only to request
existing members to renew membership,
but to persuade all those who qualify to sign
a Gift Aid declaration so that the Society
may claim maximum possible rebates from
the Inland Revenue. Gift Aid forms are
enclosed (over 200 of them in all) for
members who did not respond last time,
together with Membership Renewal forms
for those members who do not pay by
Bankers Order. Our Treasurer looks forward
to a good response and, in anticipation of
everyone's co-operation, extends his thanks.

A new Membership Form has been printed.
It is hoped considerably to increase our
membership during our next financial year
(2002-2003), whilst at the same time re-
establishing a worthwhile Corporate class
as well as a new Small Business class. A
Membership Secretary is still required to
work with our Treasurer and I am
disappointed to have failed in this as yet,
not least because George Lawson is a very
nice chap and so easy to work with.

In Common Ground, issue 28, 1 addressed
what I saw as a need to raise our profile and
people's image of our Commons. A most
important aspect towards achieving this is
to establish regular publicity of good quality,
and discussions are taking place with a firm
as to how best to achieve this and to handle
it at no cost to our funds. It is hoped we
should see some tangible results in the local
media commencing in October and either
Richard Benoy or myself will be interested
to hear readers' comments in due course. It
is always helpful to the ultimate health of

any organisation to hear from people
whatever their views may be. As an
experiment the print order of this issue of
Common Ground is to be increased with a
view to distributing it throughout libraries
and other centres. The cost of this exercise
will be minimal.

The season's first Work Party (7th
September) was made up of eight volunteers
and one hopes for better support in the
future. Steve Budden can cope with more
people - please note his comments in his
Warden' s Report (page 4). His walks during
the Summer were very poorly attended and
I cannot understand why because they are
always so interesting and informative. Apart
from anything else they provide an
opportunity to keep up to date with the
management, restoration and development
of each of the Commons.

A year or so ago we met the threat of a
planning application by BT Cellular for a
mast and two cabinets sited on the edge of
the Common at Mount Ephraim. It was
turned down but we need to be very aware
of the fact that all mobile phone companies
perceive to need to establish perfect
reception in every nook and cranny of the
area. It appears that preliminary soundings
and negotiations are perpetually continuing
with local authorities including Tunbridge
Wells. We all need to keep alert and watchful
to the danger of such threats.

We did finally get some real summer
weather and, as Steve Budden reports, it
has resulted in unusually lush growth. The
dry, hot weather coinciding with school
holidays, led to what appears to have become
an annual problem of partying youths,
drinking, eating and lighting fires and
leaving litter and debris of all sorts on both
Commons. Much of the behaviour is
abhorrent and we will be seeking discussions
with the Conservators and the Police, as
well as the Council, during the winter
months to see what action can be taken.
Apart from this seasonal problem youth
elements of the town continually cause
trouble in the area adjacent to The

continued on page 2


