
A View from the Top
I t was very encouraging to

see some 12% of our
members in the Town Hall
for our AGM in March. Yet

again our thanks are due to the
Warden, Steve Budden, for his
admirable talk: this year his
review covered not only the past
year but the Management Plan
prepared for the Conservators
and approved by them in 1992.
The Conservators are currently
giving consideration to asking
the Kent Trust for National
Conservation for an updated
plan and for their observations
on the work carried out over the
last ten years.

The Litter Pick, on Saturday
5th April, was also well
supported and a particularly
effective 'Spring Clean' was
carried out and uncovered
several camp sites, three of
them occupied. These were
subsequently removed together
with a large amount of rubbish
by a contractor employed by the
Conservators. Steve Budden has
agreed to try to open up the area
concerned in the Autumn in an
effort to deter any further
vagrants using the area.

Our first Interpretation
Panels have been very well
received by members and
visitors to our commons and
arroused a lot of interest. A
further panel has been produced
by English Name, soon to be
erected ajacent to Toad Rock,
emphasising the importance of
this site of Special Scientific
Interest.

I wish to draw attention to
the events, particularly the
Friends Tea Party proposed for
Sunday, 1st July. By the time
this newsletter is distributed
time will be short because of the
need to confirm the numbers
to Finchcocks. Also another

Fungus Foray is to be held on
Saturday 11th October follow-
ing the interest shown last year
(see the diary of Forthcoming
Events).

The March edition of the
Borough News contained a brief
comment about the new
roundabout to be constructed at
the top of Major Yorks Road.
Funding for this has apparently
been made available this year,
some seven years or so after it
was first mooted! During the
intervening years we, the
Friends, understand that an
agreement was reached between
the Highways Authority and the
Conservators whereby parts of
both Fir Tree Road and Bishops
Down Road were to be closed
and returned to Common Land
in compensation for the ground
lost to the construction of the
roundabout.

There can be no dispute
about the need to improve the
junction of Major Yorks Road
with the Langton Road and
Bishop's Down which has been
a notorious black-spot for years.
However, it is a matter of
concern to us that, upon seeking
details, no formal form of
agreement was ever exchanged
between the Highways
Authority and either the Manor
or the Conservators. As this
newsletter goes to press there
are still many issues to be
resolved so far as we are
concerned: these are being
pursued by us with Kent
Highways, the local Highways
Agency and the Conservators.
We understand a report on the
Public Consultation is to be
considered by the Joint
Transportation Board in
Tunbridge Wells on 30th June.

I deem it important to detail
below how we stand on

this matter and seek any
observations you wish to make
be directed to Jonathan Baker
via our Secretary, Sylvia
Luckhurst through the Town
Hall.

In my Annual Report
reference was made to the plan-
ning application from Orange
to erect a mast adjacent to
Spa Valley Railway, Eridge
Road. The Borough Council
granted permission (for a 25m
monopole mast, cylindrical
headframe, 3 polar antennas and
4 transmission dishes plus the
associated equipment cabinets)
on 18th May. We did succeed in
gaining some protection for
screening trees and to keep the
railway bed free from
obstruction.

Tea Party
Outing
proposed for

Sunday,
13th July 2003

at Finchcocks,
Goudhurst

ISOOhrs ~ Welcome
talk followed by tea at
£6 to include Garden
ticket.

House visit and music
available for £4 extra.

Numbers are limited.
Please contact Sylvia
Luckhurst indicating
transport requirements.


